
Middle School 
Don’t forget to sign up for the Deanery retreat “Champions of Faith” scheduled for Sat-
urday, Nov. 14 at St. Benedict 9 a.m.—2 p.m.  The registration form can be found on the 
parish website shjth.org . 
 

CELEBRATE VETERAN’S DAY 
Join us in prayer celebrating  the service of our military on Wed. 
Nov. 11, 7:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church. The evening, 
sponsored by the Terre Haute Deanery Adult Ministries Committee, 
will include prayer for active, veteran and deceased members of the 
military and their  families.  To include the names of those for whom 
you would like us to pray, sign up sheets are available at church or 
you can contact Barb Black at 812-240-8092, barb@shjth.org.  
Please leave the person’s name and branch of service. 
 

Breakfast with Saint Nick 

Breakfast with St. Nick will be December 6!  There will be no religious 
education class that morning.  Middle & high school students are needed 
as elves to help the younger children with their shopping.  Donations of 
new or like-new items for the gift shop, or money to purchase these items 
would be appreciated.  To help out contact Kathie Elia 
(kmeerny@aol.com, 466-7069) or Heather Rusin (bhrusin@verizon.net, 
877-1460). 

 

Family Jesse Tree Service Dec. 13 

This year we are changing up the way we do our Jesse Tree service.  We are asking 
each family to take one of the people and design an ornament (or several ornaments) 
for the tree.  Please let Barb know 2 or 3 you might be interested in and she will get 
you some suggestions for ornaments an scripture passages about your character to 
share with your family.  On Dec. 13, we will gather in the church at 10:30 to have our 
service.  Someone from your family will read a short passage about your character and 
hang the ornaments on the tree.  Choices of people are:  Adam & Eve, Noah, Abraham, 
Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Rebekah, Rachel & Leah, Judah, Joseph of the coat of many colors, 
Moses, Ruth, Jesse, David, Zechariah, Elizabeth, John the Baptist, Joseph, Mary, Baby 
Jesus.  They will be assigned on a first come basis.  To claim one, email Barb or talk to 
her on Nov. 8. 
 

RCIA 
At the Rite of Acceptance on Nov. 28, we will be welcoming T.O. Miller and Jeanette 
Yatsko.  Also in the RCIA class, preparing for Confirmation are Kelsey Clements and 
Patricia Steed.  God bless them as they continue their journeys of faith. 
 

RCIA SERVICE NIGHT 

On Dec. 2 the RCIA class will have a service night at St. Ann’s Dental 
Clinic.  We would appreciate donations of toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
mouthwash and floss to be made into packets for the clients of the 
clinic.  Donations can be left in the box in the Holy Family Center. 
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GETTING READY FOR CHRISTMAS 
In keeping with tradition, the children will present a Christmas program at the beginning of our 4:00 
Christmas Eve Family Liturgy.  There will be parts for reading, acting and singing.  There are shepherd, 
sheep and angel parts for children as young as 3.  Adults are also needed to help organize the children. If 
you will be attending this liturgy and would like to take part, please email or drop off the following in-
formation to Barb as soon as possible.   
 Child’s name, age, contact email and/or phone number,  
     part desired (read, act, sing), name of adult who can help.   
Our first “practice” will be Thursday, Dec. 3 at 6 p.m. to get organized.  Other practices will be Dec. 13 
after the Jesse Tree Service and Mon. Dec. 21, 6 p.m.  
 

Keeping Our Children Safe 

Catechists and all who work with children in the parish are required to be familiar with the Archdioce-
san policy “To Be Safe and Secure: Policies and Procedures, Standards of Behavior For the Protection of 
Minors and Others from Sexual Misconduct by Those Ministering on Behalf of the Archdiocese of Indian-
apolis”  and attend a Virtus training sessions on the topic.  In addition they are required to read occa-
sional bulletins regarding child safety.  Because these bulletins are also helpful to parents, you will occa-
sionally be receiving them during the religious education year.  Please take time to read them to keep 
our children safe. 

 

Children’s Liturgy 

Our next children’s liturgy will be celebrated on Nov. 22, Christ the King.  Middle 
school students will have the ministries of serving, reading and taking up the col-
lection.  Kindergarteners and first graders will be gift bearers and pass out bulle-
tins.  All other children will form the choir.   

 

 

Check your  E-Mail 
Some email  
messages I send out 
come back to me!  
Please be sure to 
add me to your  
address book so you 
can receive my 
emails. 
barb@shjth.org 
THANKS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s  

Liturgy 

Nov. 22 

MORNING (10:15-11:30) 

REL  ED CLASSES 

Nov.  8, 15, 22 

Dec. 13 

First Reconciliation  
 

Retreat   Nov. 21 

9:00 a.m. to Noon 

Hellmann Hall 

(S. 9th & Walnut) 

First Reconciliation 

Mon. Nov. 30, 7 p.m. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
CLASSES 

4:45-6:45 AT 

 ST. JOSEPH 

Nov. 8, 15 

Dec.  6, 13 

RCIA 

In St. Patrick School  

Library 

Nov. 4, 11, 18 

Dec. 9, 16 

Dec. 2 @ St. Ann Dental 



Faith 2000 & Word of the Week 
In February, students in grades 3-6 took the Archdiocesan Faith 2000 assessment.  Normally, we would 
receive the results in May, but they were delayed and are finally in!  Because of the delay, individual  
scores were not included.  Our Sacred Heart students scored as follows:   

 Third/Fourth grade 50.8%     Archdiocesan average  54.6% 
 Fifth/Sixth grade      64.8%      Archdiocesan average  58.2% 
 Eighth grade              51.1%  Archdiocesan average  57.5% 

Third and eighth grades are slightly below the Archdiocesan average but the fifth/sixth grade is doing 
well.  We hope to improve scores in future years by working on words that students have the most diffi-
culty with.  Below is a list of words and definitions to go over at home.  In addition to that, we will be 
highlighting one of the words each week in the bulletin, so all parishioners can sharpen their faith vo-
cabulary. 

Word of the Week for RE Classes 
 

Bible ς The Bible contains the Word of God.  God inspired certain humans with His Spirit to write down His holy Word.  
After a long process, those writings were put together to make up Sacred Scriptureτthe Bible.  In this way, God 
shows and shares Himself with mankind because of His great love for all people.  The Bible is made up of the Old 
Testament (writings before the time of Jesus), and the New Testament (writings from the time of Jesus and on-
ward). 

 

OT/NTτ ¢ƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ  Lǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Cŀƭƭ ƻŦ !ŘŀƳ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦƭƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ bƻŀƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 
aƻǎŜǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ 9ƎȅǇǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мл /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ IƛƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊǳƭŜŘ ōȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ YƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ōȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
tǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜτthe four Gos-
pels about the life and death of Jesus, a book about the early work of the apostles called Acts, 21 letters or 
ΨŜǇƛǎǘƭŜǎΩ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
The Old Testament and the New Testament cannot stand alone.  They are meant to be read together, and only to-
ƎŜǘƘŜǊ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ 

 

Apostles/disciplesτ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨƭŜŀǊƴŜǊΩ ƻǊ ΨŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊΩΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ Iƛǎ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ Ŧƻƭπ
lowers were called disciples. The twelve disciples followed Jesus, learned from Him, and were trained by Him.  Af-
ter He rose from the dead and ascended to heaven, Jesus sent the twelve disciples out to be His messengers to 
spread His Good News to the world and build the Church.  They were then called His apostles, because apostle 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘΩΦ  ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ![[ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ IƛƳ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ IƛƳΦ 

 

Faith: Faith has two parts.  The first part is that it is a gift from God, which He gives to us out of His great love for us.  
The second part of faith is our response to that great love that God gives us.  In other words, faith is our belief and 
trust in God, which we live out in our daily lives as a response to the love God freely gives us.  Our love for God and 
for our neighbors calls us to share our faith with others and pass it on as it was passed on to us. 

 

CreedΥ ¢ƘŜ /ǊŜŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ǊŜŜŘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΣέ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ 
explain what we believe about God because of what He has shown us about Himself over time.  It is divided into 
three parts, modeled after the Trinity: 1) God the Father and His Creation; 2) the life, death, and resurrection of His 
Son Jesus Christ and His saving of mankind; 3) the Holy Spirit and His work in the Church.  When the Creed speaks 
about man and about the world, it always does it in relation to what we believe about God. 

Saintsτ{ŀƛƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ Ƙƻƭȅ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ΨȅŜǎΩ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ 
ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨŎŀƴƻƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ƛŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƘƛƳκƘŜǊ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎŀƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ΨƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩ ǎŀƛƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 
called to be so holy and follow God so closely, though.  We are ALL called to be saints who glorify God and do His 
will in our lives. 

 



All Saints Day/All Souls DayτAll Saints Day is celebrated on November 1.  It is a celebration of the all saints, known and 
unknown, who have died and now share in eternal life and happiness with God in Heaven.  On this day, we thank 
God for the faithful lives and holy examples of all those who followed Jesus so closely.  The next day, November 2, 
is All Souls Day, on which we remember and pray for all those who have died and have not yet been purified and 
reached Heaven. 

 

Churchτ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΦ  Lǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΣ ǿƘŜƴ DƻŘ ǎŜƴǘ 
Iƛǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ 
and act on earth through the Churchτespecially through the Sacraments, and of these, especially through the 
Eucharist.  The Church is made up of the People of God, who together make up the Body of Christ and carry on His 
mission. 

 

Beatitudesτthe Beatitudes are blessings from Jesus recorded in the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of Matthew.  
Through the eight Beatitudes, Jesus shows us the way of life in the Kingdom of God.  This is a way of peace, humil-
ity, and brotherly love.  It calls us to live with the heart of Jesus.  The Beatitudes are: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are the meek: for they shall possess the land.  

Blessed are they who mourn: for they shall be comforted.  

Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after justice: for they shall have their fill.  

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.  

Blessed are the clean of heart: for they shall see God.  

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.  

Blessed are they that suffer persecution for justice' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 

 SacramentsΥ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ƻŦΣ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  
They use ordinary elements from the earth like water, bread, wine, and oil to help us experience and understand 
DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƭƻǾŜΦ  The Sacraments celebrate the different stages and special moments of Christian life, and they 
ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜ-ōƻǊƴ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǊŜπ
ŎŜƛǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀǊŜ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ΨōƛƎ {Ω {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƻǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿŀȅǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳΣ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘΣ wŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
aŀǘǊƛƳƻƴȅΣ Iƻƭȅ hǊŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ !ƴƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛŎƪΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎΩ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ 
everyday life, like through the love of our families and friends or the beauty of nature. 

 

 Sacraments of initiation: The Sacraments of Initiation are Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist.  They lay the founda-
tion for Christian life.  Through Baptism, Christians are given new life in Christ and are given the strength to live a 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ  Lƴ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǘ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƛǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ 
Spirit.  In the Eucharist, Christians receive nourishment that will guide them to eternal life in Heaven.  The Eucharist 
ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎΣΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ 
of Jesus so that we can share it with others.  Through the gift of these three Sacraments, God allows Christians to 
share in His own life and to grow in love and holiness. 

 

 Sacraments of service: The Sacraments of service are Matrimony and Holy Orders.  These are Sacraments of service to 
others.  In the Sacrament of Matrimony, a person makes a covenant to serve his/her wife or husband and their chil-
dren, and in the Sacrament of Holy Orders, a priest makes a covenant to serve the People of God.  By carrying out 
ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŀƪŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
love present on earth, grow in holiness, do the work of the Church, and help build up the Kingdom of God. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12327a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14220b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08646a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08571c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11703a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08571c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08646a.htm


 Sacraments of Healing: The Sacraments of healing are Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick.  Through the power of 
ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳπ
bers.  Through the gift of this healing, Christians are given the strength to live as Christ did so that they can enjoy 
the gift of eternal life. 

 

Dogma: Dogma is a doctrine (teaching) of the Church that the  Pope teaches, and that is considered flawless and will 
never change.  The foundation for the teaching must come from either Scripture or Church Tradition, or both.  
{ƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΦ 

 

 Prayer: Prayer is the way we relate to God, and the ability to connect to Him through prayer is a gift from God. In 
prayer, God speaks to us and we speak to God.  There are many, many ways to pray, and they can use words, ac-
tions, or even silence.  We can pray by thanking God, asking God to bless us and others, praising God, asking God 
ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŀȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǘ aŀǎǎΣ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ŀǘ 
home saying the rosary with our families, at a soup kitchen serving our neighbors, and anywhere else we talk to 
God with our loving words and actions. 

 

 Mary: Mary is the holy Virgin Mother of God.  We believe that she was conceived and born without sin, and that she 
lived a holy, sinless life, always doing what God asked of her. After she died, she was assumed body and soul into 
heaven, and is now the queen of heaven and earth.  Everything we believe about Mary comes from what we be-
lieve about her Son Jesus.  Jesus gave Mary to us to be our loving Mother, and she continues to watch over us and 
pray for us.  She is the perfect disciple, and she always leads us to Him.   

 

Social Sin: !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎƛƴΣ ŀƭƭ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƴŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ  hǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎƛƴǎ Ŏŀƴ 
have huge consequences on those around us, and we can influence each other to do what is evil.  Because of this, 
the many patterns of human sin have lead to sinful ways of life that affect whole families, communities, countries, 
and even the whole world.  Such ways of life lead to social situations in which people are not treated with the re-
spect and love that they deserve as sons and daughters of God.  These situationsτlike discrimination, cruelty, pov-
erty, and many othersτthat result are against the will of God.  

 

 Communion of Saints: The communion of saints is the spiritual bond of love among all the faithful, both living and 
dead, who are united in Christ.  In this communion, the love of God and His saints is always present and attentive 
to our prayers for one another on earth and for those who have died.  All prayers, good works, and sacrifices of-
fered up by members of this communion- on earth and in heaven- ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǘŜ ǳǎΣ 
ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ƘƻƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ DƻŘΦ  LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘŜŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƻŜǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΣ ǘƻƻΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǘŜŀƳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜΦ  ¢ƻπ
gether, in this way, we are called to bring about the Kingdom of God. 

 

 ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Iŀƛƭ aŀǊȅΥ ¢ƘŜ Iŀƛƭ aŀǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ aŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨȅŜǎΩ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 

ǇƭŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ [ǳƪŜτwhen the Angel 

DŀōǊƛŜƭ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ όάIŀƛƭ aŀǊȅΣ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜέύ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ aŀǊȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ƘŜǊ 

Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ όά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻƳōΣ WŜǎǳǎέύΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

prayer comes from the Tradition of the Church, which teaches that Mary is the holy Mother of God, and that she is 

ƻǳǊ aƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ 

Himself taught us, and it is recorded in the gospels of Matthew and Luke.  In it, we praise and thank God for being 

our holy, loving Father, we ask Him to help us do His will and bring about His Kingdom on earth, we pray that He 

will give us what we need each day, we ask for His forgiveness as we forgive others, and we pray for His guidance 

toward Him and away from all that is evil.    


